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Scribant, alii, quibus iſta mens 
eſt miracula ex audito ego, quod 
hiſce oculis, et qualicunque meo 
judicio percepi vobis ſpectand um 


propono. 
J BoNIxTus. 


Experience and obſervation, the 2 π ' great 
guides to human knowledge, have convinced 
that there is diffuſed within the ſubſtance, and 
on the ſurface of all bodies, whether animal, 
vegetable, as mineral, a certain fluid which 
ſome phyſicians call æther, ſome phlogiſton, 
others the ſulphureous principle, the inflammable 
ſubſtance, the electric fluid, or the elementary 
fire. 

Lyons, Exp. and Ob. on ee, — Edit. 
. "publiſhed in 1782. 
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The reader is requeſted to correct the following, or 
ſuch other errors of the preſs, as he ſhall find on pe- 
ruſal. 


Page 1, line 2d, for philoſopihcal, read phiroso- 
pHICAL. i 
—— 23, — 9th, for Boerhave read Boerhaave. 
— 26, 11th, for innate heart, read innate heat. 
— 209, laſt line but one, for arriſes, read ariſes. 
—— 21, 4% line, for Hyppocrates, read Hippocrates. 
—— 36, line 14, for miliuſque, read meliuſque, and 
ſame page, line 15, after proroget : put 
colon: and for cevum, read ævum. 
—— 41, —— 15, for you have, read he has. 
—— 48, —— 3, after ſophiſta, puta. 
begin the next word with a capital, I, and 
. ſame line for palladii, read palladi, and 
for veteris, read veteres, 
—— 49, —— 15, for July, read June, 
— 53, —— 12, for perſectly, read perfectly. 
—— 58, —— 17, for ſetting, read ſettling. 
—— 68, —— 2, for Formulas, read Formulzs. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


TH E reaſon why zLecTRICITY has mot been 
more generally uſed in MEDICINE was, I believe, 
principally owing to the conſtruction of the Ma- 
CHINES; which was ſuch, that in particular 
ftates of the atmoſphere they would not act, and 
often when they did aff, they loſs nearly as 
much fluid as was collected. Likewiſe (and not 
the leaſt objection) the practitioners had no 
other mode of conducting it than by giving snocks 
| | which 
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which in every practice (independent of the vi- 


olent pain) oftener did burt than good. Again, 


the machines being in hands of perſons totally 
unacquainted whth their power, and, what is 
worſe, of anatomy, they were applied like quack 
MEDICINES in the ſame form and to every con- 


fitution EQUALLY ALIKE, without conſidering 


whether a PLUS or MINUS was proper. Nor 
will that general benefit accrue to ſociety from 
their uſe until they are taken from the hands of 
MECHANICS and placed in the phyſicians; who 
ſhall regulate their powers with proper applica- 
tions of medicine, agreeable to each particular 
diſorder. 


. The machines. 1 mate wſe of are calculated for 
medical purpoſes ..ONLY, _ the- invention of that 
eminent phyſician, Dactor Ingenhouſz, and are fo 
contrived by late improvements, that none of the 


collected fluid is beſt; and in EVER Y STATE of 
- The ATMOSPHERE @ given quantity can be accu- 
„ muste 


air 
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mulated. The metal cuſhions, to the number of 
eight, acting in a vertical poſition on the plates, 
the FRICTION ig ſo equal that a quarter revolution 
of the double machine, whoſe plates are forty Ave 
inches diameter, produces a greater quantum of fluid 
than ſixteen revolutions of the largeſt of doctor 
Prieftly's or Mr. Cavallo's machine, made for the 
earl of Shelburne. The ingenious phyſician will eaſily 
conceive what great advantages theſe mathines 
have over every other adopted electrical appara- 
tus: But I call his attention to a more conſide- 
rable advanta ge, i. e. by particular medical in- 
ſtruments we are able to convey the fluid to the 
particular part required, ſo that the nerves and 
veſſels which are diſtributed to, er near the "af- 
fected part, ſhall be immediately affefted (as 
the annexed caſes will ſhew) ſo as to RELAX or 
BRACE Qs experience in PHYSIC and SURGERY 
ſba determine, or the exigency of the caſe re- 
gquire. 
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But the moſt material conſideration to the 
PATIENTS ig, that by theſe adopted INSTRUMENTS 
the cure can be performed without PAIN or incon- 
venience to the moſt DELICATE or NERVOUS HA- 
BIT; for the mode of conveying the fluid is 
more a pleaſing than painful ſenſation, as chil- 
dren of two years old have been under the 
operation without teſtifying any painful ſenſa- 
ĩiont. 


PREFACE. 


FF 


. * 


* been uſual with writers in treating 
of any branch of ſcience to trace it from 
the remoteſt antiquity, but as this has been 
already done in every known language, and 
in a mo/t maſterly manner, by ſome of the moſt 
eminent Engliſh authors, it would be not only 
unneceſſary bur preſumption to quote them, 
as every medical library muſt be replete with 
the various opinions on this branch of phyſic. 


Nor 
iy, 
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Nor will I obtrude on the patience and 
time of the medical reader, than juſt to in- 
form him, that my reafons for publiſhing 
this treatiſe, was, knowing this branch of 
medicine has not been fo univerſally followed 
in Ireland as on the ConTinenT, or in ENG- 
LAND, but | truſt the period is not far diſ- 
tant, when every medical man will fee 
the advantages derived in particular diſor- 
ders to patients from my practice, and the 
peruſal of the annexed incontrovertable facts, 
it will convince their judgments, and ſecure 
their approbation, i. e. thoſe of the real learn- 
ed of the faculty who conjoin /iberality of ſen- 
timent to their practice. And as to the 
narrow minded and ſelfiſh, who, as the learned 
Sir John Pringle, late phyſician to the Queen 
of England, juſtly obſerves, © are always the 
« greateſt in number in every profeſſion,” 
deſerve neither attention or regard. 
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Non mihi ſed rationi, aut quæ ratio eſſe vi- 


| deter milito, + 
Securus quid mordicus hic tenet, auT hic. 


I am too certain that few attempts to im- 
prove any art or ſcience are well received 
at firſt, owing to a contracted education, 
and a prejudice to particular eſtabliſhed hy- 
potheſis, and therefore they often reject in- 
novations, as originating in ſelf conceit,— 
It is true there are ſome among the many 
whoſe educations are more liberal, whoſe men- 


tal faculties ſoar above little prejudices, and 
their good ſenſe, and a deſire for improve- 
ment in the great and laborious ſtudy of me- 
dicine, make them flow either to cenſure or 
applaud, knowing that daily improvements oc 
cur in every ſcience, and particularly in phy- 
fic, which though they have not been imme- 
diately communicated to them, yet would 
acknowledge the abſurdity of cenfuring an 


- improve- 
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improvement, becauſe, forſooth, they never 
Beard of it before. A learned man is ever 


ſeeking for improvement, he is not content with 
ſuperficial and dogmatic rules, nor will he, 
if he is an honeſt man, content himſelf with 


the falacious modes of particular hypotheſis, 
which daily experience may teach the abſurdi- 
dity of :!——that honeſty will alſo teach him 
not too early to applaud an improvement 
which is not founded on experience and re- 


peated tryals of /ucce/s. 


As before obſerved, there may be amidſt 
the many, very many men, who pretend to 
the practice of phyſic in Ireland, ſome who 
may attempt to reprobate this practice, either 
from not underſtanding the modes uſed ; or, 
pethaps, what is worſe, a total ignorance of 


one neceſſary branch of the profeſſion I mean, 


ANATOMY,——Again, there may be a few 


who, though really ſenſible and judicious men 


experienced 
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experienced in. practice, may object, at firſt 
peruſal of this diſſertation, to the modes here 
adopted; for alaſs, the moſt ſenſible are not 
always the moſt enlightened! and why ſhould 
expect an immediate acquieſcence in a novel 
plan, when it has been the cuſtom of every 
age amongſt ſome to reprobate a ae doc- 
trine: To this I appeal To the ſfudious of 
my brethren of the faculty—and I beg them 
to call to mind how many important diſco- 
veries have been, from time to time, made 
in the ſingle branch of anatomy, which at 
firſt have been reprobated as impertinent in- 
novations. 


It is the fate of this #ob/e ſcience, phyſic, to 
have its -votaries blindly and ſuperſtitiouſiy at- 
tached to the opinions of ſome particular au- 
thors of note, until ſome ox, more prying 
into the Arcana of nature, ventures to think 
for himſelf; and as Dermot obſerves, © Makes 

| © authority 
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* authority fall a ſacrifice to truth,” as was the 
caſe with that indefatigable anatomiſt, Andreas 
Veſalivs, of Bruſſels, when he firſt promul- 
gated his opinion againſt that of Galen ; 
The anatomiſts who were blinded by the lat- 
ters authority, looked on it almoſt as hereſy 
to contradict him, yet, conſcious of his ex- 
periments on various ſubjects being founded 
on the wnerring principles of truth, he ventur- 
ed to correct (not to ſay expoſe) the miſtakes 
of Galen, and further elucidate that ſcience, 
as well as the ſcience of phyſic in general, — 
Yet Veſalius had his critic's, among the 
eſpouſers of Galen ; nay, they went further, 
they even charged him with ignorance, and 
to ſtygmatiſe him more, with plagiariſm and 


vain glory: but he roſe ſuperior to all theſe 


attacks, and like gold from the furnace, came 
out more refined, —nay, in more modern times, 
a Hervy, who found out the circulation of the 
blood; Pecquet, and Van Doren, who diſco- 

| | vered 
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vered the reſervoir of the chyle; Willis, the 
anatomy of the brain; Rudbecks, the lym- 
phatic veſſels; and that great luminary of 
phyſic and chymiſtry, BoxxHaavt, all, and 
and every of theſe met their opponents a- 
mongſt the prejudiced and the illiberal. 


The puny critic may cenſure the ſtile of 


this (diſſertation, and call it a farago; but 


in the elegancies of the Engliſh language. 


however the ſtile may diſplegſe, or the inco- 
berexcy be cenſured, I truſt, in this reſpect, 
I may be pardoned; when it is conſidered 
that a foreigner can hardly be perfecthy verſed 


But to counterpoiſe this defect, I have 
placed, in the oppoſite ſcale, what, will I 
truſt, balance it, i. e. I have, adhered to 
candour with that punctuality which ſhould 
guide the pen of every honeſt man; and 
therefore, I hope it will be found not alto- 


gether 2 uſcleſs miſcellany. 
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Si illum objurges vitæ qui auxilium 
f h oh EE 2 

tulit; | 

Quid facias illi, qui dederit damnum 

aut malum? 


Terence Andriæ. 


In the ſelecting the annexed caſes 1 have 
given none but ſuch as have occured within 
the Ja four months, and thoſe of reſpectable 
characters would here wiſh to take 
notice of the recommendations I have met 
from many of the faculty, as proofs, that 
notwithſtanding the truth of an aſſertion I a 
little before made, that the narrow-minded 


too often form the majority, of every profeſ- 


ſion; yet there are many moſt diſtinguiſhed 
and learned characters, PHYSICIANS, in this 


country, who are great exceptions to this 


rule, and to whoſe candour I owe many pa- 


tients; and I am happy in every opportu- 
| nity 
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nity of giving this reſpectſul teſtimony of 
the early approbation they beſtowed on my 
practice. The future and permanent ſucceſs I 
have been anxious about for their ſakes, as 
well as for my own, and that of the general 
community, who are more eſſentially intereſted 
in theſe modes of practice. 
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[YHILOSOPHERS generally allow the 
animal body to be a machine, through 
which nature has a univerſal ſuperintendency, de- 
monſtrating all actions and motions to be 
the natural conſequences of particular cauſes ; 
ſome of which have been (to his immortal 
honour) diſcovered by my learned patron, 
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and eſteemed friend, Dr. Ingenhouſz of 
Vienna, (late. phyſician to the court. of England, 
zur now attual phyſician and privy counſellor 
zo tho emperor of Germany,) and are become 
ſubj:As of mechanical and mathematical de- 
monſtration to every learned phyſician in Eu- 
| rope : that others ſtill remain undiſcovered, is 
| not that of their own natures they are /e/5 
0 capable bf dembnſtration; but that the data 
are inſufficient to explain the phenomena. ; 


Although the doctrine of nature will never be 
attainable by ſyſtems of natural philoſophy 
only, yet, they will ever be conſiderably be- 
nefited by it; for be it remembered, to our 
philoſophy we muſt add experience z in this 1. 
have the authority of that admired, and ever 
to be celebrated phyſician, philoſopher, and 
chemiſt, BozRHAAYE, ho ſhews pus in his 
cJaborate and laborious works, . that EXPERI 


max7s, are the only true maſter ur, to the 
diſcovery . 
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d liſcovery of che arcana of nature, and by 
which Key (if 1 am allowed the expreſſion) 
he became maſter of the various properties 
of natural bodies, but particularly of fire. 
Upon this principle, his doctrines, both experi- 
mental and argumentive, are drawn into con- 
cluſion, (as Frenen obſerves,) by reaſoning 
upon them with geometrical - exactneſs. By 
Boerhave we are given to underſtand, that 
from the motion of fluids proceeds life, and 
from a free circulation of thoſe fluids pro- 
ceeds, that heavenly enjoyment! HeaLTH ; for 
when any obſtruction in any member or part of 
the body is obſerved, that moment is that part 
of the body affected; when theſe fluids wholly 
ceaſe to move, the body dies: reſtore the cir- 
culation, and life returns. 


A perſon fainting or falling inte a ſwooh, 
for a time ſeems abſolutely dead; yet all the 
ſolids of the body are in a natural ſtate, and 
x the 
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the fluids alſo, circulation excepted: agitate 
the nervous ſyſtem, ſo as to convey what 
ſhall renew its ſyſtole to the heart, and im- 
mediately, the warmth, colour, motion, and 


every function of life are reſtored ; even per- 
ſons drowned are proofs of this doctrine, for 
they may be reſtored to life, while the lungs 
remain entire and uncorrupted, by a ſtrong 
inflation and expreſſion of air. Theſo 
inſtances are known to every gentleman of 
the faculty, and indeed to moſt perſons who 
read for improvement. | 


Paxceers grounded on ſuch principles which 
fall under our ſenſes (as D'Alembert truly 
obſerves), or are proved by EXPERIMENTS, de- 
ſerve the greateſt praiſe : for the art of medi- 
cine from ſuch reaſoning, receives more be- 
, nefits than profeſſors were formerly acquainted 
with. Plain ſimplicity will be acknowledged. 
is the ſureſt teſt of truth, (and the following 
RY caſes. 


L 2s 3 


caſes - will corroborate this aſſertion.) Let us 


for a moment view the great uniformity, that 
glorious and perfect original, has founded in 
the ſeveral parts of our human body, and 
the ſtrict analogy, that is kept up between 
the greater and leſſer parts thereof, _ par- 
ticularly in the circulation of the blood, 
and of what high- importance and a advantage 
it is to the art of 115 thus to conſider 
them; for he muſt be blind indeed, who 
does not perceive thoſe thick clouds of dark- 
neſs which formerly enveloped the ſcience ol 
phyſic, and the glorious light which late ex- 
periments have ſned upon this ſtudy. For 
when, by an accurate inſpection of the human 
body, we find that blood, and other hu- 
mours, are continually carried through my- 
riods of almoſt imperceptible meandering tubes 
or veſſels, by the vibration and tonic princi- 
ple of the muſcular parts; then it is by 
ſuch. experiments, that we come to know 

EE 


\ 
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wherein life conſiſts, and how egregiouſly 
ſuch phyſicians muſt err, who depend on 


theory, or hypothetical reaſoning, without the 


praftice of EXPERIMENT: although too many 
amuſe themſelves, vainly amuſe themſelves, who: 
think to ſtudy without the practical part; ſuch 
may be ſaid to blunder in defining life, as thoſe 
former phyſicians did, who aſſerted the cauſe 
of life to be, © the action of the ſoul, or nature, 
e upon the body; a vital ſpirit ; à ſmall flame 
« in the heart ; ; an innate heart ; the tempera- 
« ment of the four humours, and an implanted and 
e influencing ſpirit.” 


But happy for mankind is it, that ſuch 
vain reaſoning and ideal fantacies are done 
away, by confirmed practice on anatomical ſub- 
jets, which by daily experiments, convince us. 
(Witneſs thoſe great authors, Hervey, Steno, 
Willis, Ruyſch; and thoſe living honors to 
medicine, Monro, and D'Graa, on the circu- 
lation, in the lymphatic veſſels, and of the 

| blood,) 
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blood,) that while this v:vifying liquid, waſhes, 
the body by its continued Aream, it affords 
us evidence of the exiſtence thereby, of LIFE. 
For the almighty framer of this complex, but 
perfect frame of ours, has given this ſalutary 
motion to keep the body ſafe, and free from 
corruption, to which it would tend, but for 
this circulation; and here we ſhould likewiſe 
obſerve, that this life, is not, ſtritly ſpeak- 
ing, the duration or preſervation of a compound 
ſubſtance; for if that were the caſe, that life 
was ſo ſuſtained, the very ſtones we tread on, 
or the bread we eat (to the nouriſhment of 
life) might be ſaid to live, fo long as its 
reſpective mixture or compoſition remained, 


But fe, by the authority of thoſe reaſon- 
ers I have juſt quoted, is defined, a perpe- 
tual action, and motion, by which the body 
1s principally preſerved from diſeaſe and cor- 
ruption. For corruption, or putrefaction, 
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4 
is na more than an inteſtine motion produc- 
ed in the fluids by ſome external cauſe, Pong 
ſtroying the moiſture of the parts; i by this 
true reaſoning, it can be only retarded, or 


checked by their internal, which is promoted 
by their progreflive motion ; and this very 


| 


motion (aſtoniſhing as it may appear); wonder- 
fully reſiſts the circumambient atmoſphere, and 
its external action upon the ſtate and intimare 
mixture of the blood ; for the body is im- 
mediately expoſed to the injuries of the air 
as ſoon as the fluid particles come (0 be in 


a ſtate of reſt, 


Life, as before obſerved, is nothing more 
than the perpetual motion of the fluids, and 
not only depends upon their due tempera- 
ment, but alſo; and that more eſpecially, 
upon a certain motion of the ſolid parts. 
Therefore, when old age approaches, the mov- 


Ing fibres begin to gradually grow hard, tenſe, 
aud 
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and immoveable, the pores are mt up, by 
which the veſſels become too full. Hence 


* 


the fibres, not being data animated by 
this ſubtile nervous fluid, becomes ſtiff, 188812 
ible, and unfit for protruding the. blood 
through the body. Beſides, when che cuta- 
neous pores are obſtructed, the ſeveral excre- 
tions mult in courſe be retarded, and recre- 
mentitious filch muſt be accumulated in the 
body; the conſequences, every. phyſician i is af 
ſured, muſt be fatal to ſome, 6 one port © or eller 
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of the body. 
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This mode of reaſdning will. fully. con» 
vince us;) that, the immegare. cauſes of diſea; 
ſes are more ſimple than: they are generally 
ſuppoſed to be, and that the great difference 
atriſes : mote from the ſituatiog of the parts 
affected, than from | the morbid cauſe itſelf, 


How 


1 
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How eaſy can we account for an inflamma- 
tion, or boil, on any of the extreme parts of 
4 the body, and how few ſymptoms are thence 
produced. 


But how greatly is the ſcene changed, if 
the ſame immediate cauſe produces an inflam- 
mation of the pleura, or lungs: and that 
its termination into an abſceſs, which gives re- 
nef in the former caſe, is in the latter, attend- 
ed with A various train of ſymptoms, and of- 
ten 3 the death of the patient. The ſame 


cauſe that produces a bleeding at the noſe, 
may likewiſe be productive of a fatal apo- 
plexy : and the only difference is, that in one 
the blood from the ruptured veſſel has a 
free diſcharge ;| whereas in the other it lodges, 
and preſſes the nervous tubes, whoſe free and 
open action is ſo neceflary to continue life. 


+: 
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In 


75 


. 
In purſuing the doctrine of nature, compre- | 
hended in the cauſe and cure of diſeaſes, we 


ought to aſſume nothing contrary, to our 
ſenſes ; that our theories may be founded up- 
on principles the moſt ſimple and prevailing, 
and not be ſubje to the precarious face of 
HyPoTHEses. It is well known that our beſt 
preſcriptions are not always adequate to the 
purpoſe of removing obſtructions, nor are 
fome conſtitutions able to bear their operati- 
on. But this new mode of medical electricity, 
which I make uſe of in my own practice, and * 
wiſh to recommend to my fellow profeſſors in 
phyſic, is ſo eaſy and pleaſant, that the moſt 
debilitated conſtitution can ſuſtain it; and the : 
moſt happy conſequences may be expected 
from a due courſe of its power: for the ef- 
ficacy of theſe operations here made uſe of, 
depends, as of every thing elſe, on a {ſkilful 
and perſevering exhibition of them; ſo mt 
is that maxim of Hyppocrates. . 


Ta 
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The now received doctrine of nature fur- 
ther teaches us, that the ſolid parts of ani- 
mals and vegetables have a great portion 
of this eleFric fluid, or phlogiſton, or, as 
Lyons terms it, elementary fire; that their ele- 
ments, or the ſmalleſt parts we can ſee by 
the fineſt microſcopic glaſſes, are either fibres, 
or an unorganiſed concrete. And the modern 
philoſophy ſhews us, that the phyſical ele- 
ments, or compotent parts of an animal fibre, 
are ether, air, water and earth : Health is there- 
fore,' as I a little before obſerved, the re- 
ſult of a due combination and unimpeded 
action of thoſe principles, whilſt exceſs or 
defect proves the cauſe of diſeaſed ſolids. 
It is therefore the buſineſs of thoſe who pur- 
ſue the noble art of healing, aided by phi- 
loſophic inveſtigation, to ſearch out the la- 
tent cauſe of every diſeaſe, and find, to an 

| excels 
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exceſs or defect, of what principle diſor- 


- 


der can moſt probably be aſcribed. 


Doctor Ingenhouſz acquaints us, by the 
repeated reſults of experiments in his own 
practice, that this ſubtile fluid, I have above 
called zther, or by thoſe other names, as 
the elementary fire, electric fluid, or pblo- 
gilen, enters into this animal ſyſtem of 
ours, and there performs an active 
part. Having quoted this eminent, perhaps 
the greateſt living phyſician of the preſent 
age, his works being wrote, in the year 1781, 
in the German Janguage, may not be fo 
univerſally underſtood z I will point out an 
Engliſh-man, who has endeavoured to tread in 
the ſteps of this eminent philoſopher, and whoſe 
abilities, perhaps, ſtand unrivalled in theſe 


kingdoms. It is ſcarcely neceſſary to fay, 
F I mean 


I 


I mean Doctor Prieſtley; as I will not put 
ſo groſs an affront on any medical gentle- 
man, as to ſuppoſe, he has not attentively 
read the whole of his phyſical works ; ſuch 
attentive reader will remember, he obſerves, 


phy nothing will nouriſh, that does not con- 
6 tain phlogiſton, and probably in ſuch a 


« ſtate, as to be eaſily ſeparated from it, by 
ce animal functions. That the ſource of muſ- 
cc cular motion is phlogiſton, is ſtill more pro» 
ec bable, from the ' conſideration of the well 
cc known effects of 'vinous and ſpirituous li- 
6 quors, which conſiſt very much in phlo- 
ho giſton, and which inſtantly brace and 
tc ſtrenghen the whole nervous and muſeu- 
« lar ſyſtem ; the phlogiſton in this caſe, 


te being perhaps more eaſily extricated, and 


ic by a leſs tedious animal proceſs, than in 


e the uſual method of extracting it from mild 


— 


cc aliments. 


c“ Since, 


2 
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10 8 Vince, however, the milder aliments do the 
cc ſame thing more Nowly and permanently, 
te that ſpirituous liquors do ſuddenly and rand. 
10 ienly'; it ſeems probable, that their operati- 
« on is ultimately the ſame; * and be is further 
of opinion, that animals have a power of con- 
verting phlogiſton, from the ſtate in which 
they receive it in their nutriment, into that 
ſtate in which it is called the electrical fluid ; 
that the brain, beſides its other proper uſes, 
is the great laboratory and repoſitory for this 
purpoſe 3 that by means of the nerves, this 
great principle, thus exalted, is directed into 
the muſcles, and forces them to act, in the 
ſam? manner, as they are forced into action, 


* 325 


when the electric fluid is thrown into them, 
ab. extra. 


1 would be needleſs to attempt to prove 
the exiſtence of a nervous liquid, fince that 
eminent anatomiſt, Cheſelden, has made its 

F 2 exiſtence 


1 
exiſtence clear to a demonſtration, by the re- 
petition of the experiment firſt made by Bellini, 
and related by Bohn, and Pitcairn, and which, 
he ſays, he has often done with exact good 
ſucceſs. Vide Cheſelden, Anat. p. 48. 


That able phyſician and writer, Doctor 
Mead, though he believed the exiſtence of 
this fluid, yet was as ignorant of its nature, 
as Sir Iſaac Newton of the powers of elec- 
tricity ; from an attention to which ſcience, 
the preſent age has acquired ſuch unexpected 
inſight into the ſecret and, before, inexplica- 
ble works of nature. f wy lb 


te Alterum in luſtrum miliuſque ſemper 


proroget : CEvum.” 


| Hor, 

In the Philoſophical Tranſa&ions of Lon- 
don we have a beautiful remark of that in- 
| n genious 


. 
genious electrician, Doctor Watſon, who ob- 
ſerves, we ought not to grow arrogant with diſ- 
covery, for notwithſtanding the very great 
progreſs which has been made in our im- 
provements in this part of phyſics, within this 
few years, poſterity will regard us as only in our 
noviciate; and therefore it behoves us, as far 
as we can be juſtified therein by experiment; 
to correct any concluſions we have drawn; 
when others more probable preſent themſelves. 


No claſs of diſſorders ſeems to have been 
leſs underſtood, than thoſe termed Nervous: 
it is but lately, that the theory of a fluid 
moving in the nerves, by which all ſenſati- 
on is performed, has been eſtabliſhed ; but 
from the concluſions of the lateſt authors 
on theſe ſubjects, particularly Profeſſor Volta, 
and Doctor Ingenhouſz; the laſt of whom 
obſerves, © I can here with truth. declare, 


ce that it has been my moſt earneſt deſire, to 


: « ſee 


38 ] 
« ſee theſe new electrical machines univerſally 
e uſed in medicine, not only as they are at- 
te tended with no painful or diſagreeable ſen- 
te ſation to the patient; but I have alſo the 
te happineſs; to announce to mankind, that 
* fince J have adopted this mode in my prac- 
te tice, with the different medical inſtruments 
te thereto, that my ſtudy and endeavours to 
© bring this art to a permanent ſtability, 
« haue not been miſapplied, becauſe the ter- 
« rors of the knife in many caſes have been 
frequently prevented, by which the ſuffer- 
« ings of humanity have been greatly alle- 


C viated, and particular benefit has occurred 


ce jn all contractions, and nervous caſes; and 
« doubt not, but in a few years, every ſtu- 
« dious medical man will be of my opi- 
t nion, that Electricity is the grand vi- 
« vifying principle, by which her operations 
te are carried on through the ad inſinitum of 

« nature.“ 
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“ nature,” It will be univerſally allowed by 
every honeſt phyſician, that the moſt elabo- 


rate preſcriptions have not (in the caſes of 
which the title expreſſes the intent. of this 
Diſſertation) always been adequate to the 
purpoſes they were intended; and yet no 
fault could ever be attributed to the judi- 
cious phyſician; for when he orders a me- 
dicine, to the beſt of his judgment, he has 
dane bir duty, and diſcharged his conſcience; 
yet when we know there is @ remedy, aſſiſted 
by medicine, and which (as we are aſſured) 
in many inſtances, is capable of removing 
the obſtruction, then, I ſay, we are guiliy of an 
error, not only in judgment, but in point of 
conſcience, if We do not apply, or cauſe to be 
applied, what experience. teaches us has an- 
ſwered in other ſimilar caſes, Now in PARAL V- 
TIC, NERVOUS, RHEUMATIC, MUSCULAR, and. 
FEMALE OBSTRUCTIONS, how frequently after. 
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many months uſe of the moſt judicious me- 


dicines, do we leave the patient in the ſame, 


if not in a worſe ſtate than we found them. 
Though it muſt be obſerved at the ſame time, 
there are particular ſtages of theſe diſorders, 
or conſtitutional habits, where no power on 
earth can effe& a cure ; but where a moral 
probability of ſucceſs awaits, let us w/e the 
modes. It is an Known and uncontrovertible 
fact, there is no power, we are as yer ac- 
quainted with, that will fo inſtantaneouſly act 
on the human frame, as the electric fluid, 
This was acknowledged by Van Swieten.— 
Doctor Cullen further obſerves, the various 
medicines recommended as ftimulents, under the 
title Emenagogues, have never appeared it me 
to be effettual ; and I cannot perceive any to 
be poſſeſſed of a ſpecific power in this reſpett.— 
One of the moſt powerful means of exciting the 


afion of the veſſels, in every part of the ſyſtem, 


24 
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is by eletricity, and has been employed with ſue- 
c eſs. 3, 


Dr. Muſgrave, treating of the pulmonic con- 
ſumption, read before the college of phyſicians in 
London, obſerves, © The. power of electricity in 
removing either the obſtructions themſelves, or at 
leaſt their concomitant diſorders when recent, is 
fo great, I could almoſt ſay ſo miraculous, that 
I do not except even theſe from the poſſibility of 
4 cure. | 


Dr. William Hunter, late phyfician to 
his - majeſty of England, ſpeaking of Dr. 
Ingenhouſz's improvements in medical elec- 
tricity, ſays, © 1 think from the in/fruments 
x you have adopted to convey the electric 
« fluid to the different parts of the body, 
te jt bids fair to be the greatze/# diſcovery 
© ever found out for the cure of yaRALYTiC, 
ce RHEUMATIC, and SPASMODIC affections of 

G every 


1 
* every deſcription, nor do I think it can 
te poſſibly fail in totally removing theſe diſ- 


* orders, except in ſome very extraordinary 


te habits, or extreme old age, and even here 


te a due perſeverance muſt paliate if not re- 


cc ove it.“ 


The great ſubtilty and power of this elec- 
tric fluid, its active and enlightening quality, 


and mighty tendency to accelerate the mo- 


tion of the fluids in general, and of the 
blood in particular To pervade the fineſt 
arteries and nerves, To dilate their obſtrufted 
or contracted orifices; as well as to reftore 
the tone of any muſcle or fibre which is either 
impaired or deſtroyed, appears to every prac- 
titioner of this mode, to be the defideratum 


in moſt obtrufions, nervous and paralytic com- 


plaints. 


I think 


1 
I think it unneceſſary here to quote, in 
favour of this doctrine, a number of other 


phyſicians who have wrote- in its recommen- 
dation in Germany, France, Italy, Holland, 
England, and Scotland, particularly the fe 
laſt mentioned places, within theſe five years ; 
as they are known and received, in every 
medical library, and quotations made in every 


medical journal, commentary, or regiſter of 
Europe, particularly the medical commentaries, 
of Edinburgh; (I mention theſe of Scotland, 
being wrote in a language that is more uni- 
verſally underſtood and read than thoſe in of 
foreign languages)—it may appear rather un- 
F popular with ſome phyſicians to quote parti- 
cular caſes and names. To ſuch, I make 0 re- 
ply, having the ſandtion of the very reſpec- 
table characters herein quoted, who have in 
the moſt public and unſolicited manner grate- 
fully thanked me; and as demonſtrable truths 


ought 


1 


ought always to carry conviction along with 
them, they are ſubmitted to medical or other 


inveſtigation, 


To follow what we diſapprove, and act in 
contradiction to our on feelings ; to be afraid 
of doing juſtice, and ſpeaking the zruth, ar- 
gues the moſt temporizing and -flaviſh confor- 
mity to cuſtoms; © more honoured in the 
* breach than the obſervance ;” and what 
every phyſician, as a gentleman and man of 
education ought to be aſhamed of, 


In the infancy of phyfic, the Ag yptians and 
Chaldeans firſt introduced the method of 
placing the fick and diſeaſed in public places, 
and highways, in order to receive informa- 
tion from trayellers paſſing by, how, and in 
what manner zhey themſelves had been cured 
of the like diſeaſes. HrrxoboTvs tells us that 

__ the 


F 
che Babylonians obliged themſelves by a Law 


to conform to the ſame wiſe cuſtoms. In 
GREECE it alſo prevailed; where OFFzRINGS On 
wotive tables were hung up in the temple of 
#scuLaivs, the God of phyſic, on which the 
nature of the diſeaſe, and modes of curing it, 
were engraved and recorded for the public good. 
From thoſe rude outlines, the venerable Hip- 
Pocrates collected his aphoriſms, ſo juſtly ad- 
mired kgs centuries, and delivered down 
to poſterity as the very baſis of medical know- 


ledge. 


Having the authority of ſuch eminent per- 
ſons, and as the ſtudy of medical electricity 
(by theſe new adopted modes) is litewiſe in 
its infancy, like the primitive phyſic of the 
Egyptians, I ſhall proceed to mention the 
following extraordinary caſes, which have oc- 
curred between June the twenty- fourth, 1783, 


and 
7 , 
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and October the firſt, a period of little more 
than four months, and on thoſe of the moſt 
reſpectable characters. A peruſal and due in- 
veſtigation of theſe caſes, and a little attention 
to theſe truths of nature from ſenior PaYSH- 
CIANS, will e/tabliſh to the minor practitioners, 
modes fo univerſally beneficent to the com- 
munity at large; and I can here with truth 
declare, that it has been my molt earneſt 
| with and defire to ſee theſe plans univerſally 
| I adopted. And it is well known to many men 
- | in this city, that my houſe was always open 

| 

| 

| 


to the learned phyſician, and that J was ever 
ready to ſhew and explain the different appa- 
ratus's, and medical inſtruments, to ſuch who 
might from the want of a foreign education 
be unacquainted with this particular practice; 
for my /ituation in life, independent of a re- 
gular phyſical education, places me above the 
little prejudices or fear of injuriog my ou 

particular 
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particular praftice. Being of the opinion with 
that great luminary of phyſic, Boerhaave, 
that = He 1 is but an indifferent metnber of 
« ſociety, or of the community at large, who 
e does not convey his obſervations to the pub- 
& lic, if it were but to excite a ſpirit of emu- 
lation and enquiry in others, who, poſſeſſing 
« ſuperior abilities for the taſk, may improve 
e and bring a sc1Ence to perfection. 


An affected obſcurity has been often miſ- 
taken for deep learning in phyſic, and that 
Hypotheſis has gained the greateſt applauſe, 
which was moſt curiouſly wrought; but, as 
the beauty of ſuch hypotheſis conſiſted in the 
elaborate imitation of the nice texture of a 
cobweb, ſo is their duration equally uncertain 
and precarious, as PETRARCH obſerves in his 


Remediis utriuſque Fortunz. 


Nihil 


[48] 

Nihil ſapientiæ odioſius acumine nimio, 
nihil vere philoſophanti moleſtius, quam ſo- 
phiſta ideo invidam Palladii finxerunt veteris 
araneam, cujus ſubtile ous ac tenues telæ 
ſunt, fed & fragiles nullique uſui. 


THE 
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| THE FOLLOWING 
CC 
ARE SELECTED 


pp rom 4 ' conſiderable number of the moſt obſtinate 
Caſes that have occurred in my Practice, in Ire- 
land, within the laſt four months, during my 
reſidence in the North. 


N. B. 7 heſe applications have been attended 
with ſuch general ſucceſs, that within the two 


laſt years of my practice in Ireland, I have 
relieved near two hundred perſons in di Herene 


complaints. 


———— ——— — 

Miss ANN MACARTNEY, daughter of 
the Revd. George Macartney, rector of Antrim, 
(brought to my houſe in the country in July 
laſt,) who, by the imprudence of an ignorant 
midwife in the town where his lady fell in a 
difficult labour, had the sTERNO MosTOIDEvuS 
muſcle ſo much injured, as to draw the head 
nearly on the right ſhoulder ; ſhe could not 

= turn 
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turn or move her head in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, nor could ſhe view any object on the 
oppoſite ſide, without turning the whole body, 
as the rectus lateralis muſcle was ſo contracted, 
as to render it impoſſible to perform the office 
of bending the head to the oppoſite ſide; and 
any endeavour to move the head, with an in- 
tention of eaſing it, was uniformly accom- 
panied by a moſt diſagreeable contraction of 
the jaw and mouth; one of the muſcles of 
the neck was protruded nearly two inches, 
and the contraction of ſome of the muſcles, 
and weakneſs or relaxation of their antagoniſts, 
often gave her cqnſiderable pain.——As this 
accident happened in bringing her into the 
world, and being turned of ten years, the 
bones and cartilaginous parts were formed. 
—The muſcle being alſo ſo exceedingly rigid, 
as to reſiſt the ſevereſt preſſure, and every 
thing the ſkilful of the faculty could deviſe, 
having been applied, without even the leaſt 
effect, (the patient, inſtead of mending, grow- 
ing gradually worſe) I was dubious of being, 
able to give her any relief, ſhe being by far 
the moſt difficult ſubject I had ever met with, 
or even read of. 


This 
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This caſe was alſo of eight years longer 
ſtanding than that of Miſs Lindfields, laid be- 
fore the Royal Society of London, (vid. Phi- 
Joſophical Tranſactions, vol. 68.) and as Mr. 
Macartney had read this caſe, performed by 
electricity, he was the more deſirous of mak- 
ing a trial of its effects on his daughter. 
Having therefore placed ER in the inſulated 
chair, at the expiration of ſeven minutes, 
her father obſerved her to move her head 
nearly round to the oppoſite fide, for the firſt 
time in her life. I then continued the ope- 
ration twice a day, for ſeven minutes each time, 
at che expiration of eighteen days the muſcle 
was reduced to nearly the natural fize, the ri- 
gidity totally taken away, and the ſpaſmodic 
affection of the mouth perfectly removed. 
She now moves her head in every direction, 
with as much facility as though the accident 
had never happened. I have the pleaſuce 
to find, by late letters from the father of 
this young lady, that ſhe continues perfectly 
well, and free from any degree of ſpaſmodic 
affection—having only, when inattentive, a 
ſmall inclination of the head, in conſequence 
of the formation of the bones and cartila- 

ginous 
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ginous parts of the oppoſite ſide, but which 


will be entirely removed by a head bandage 
during her progreſs to the ſtate of an adult, 


The above caſe was laid before the Royal 
Society in London, the 18th of July laſt, and 
the Medical Society at Edinburgh. 


MRS. KENNEDY, of Brrrasr, ſeventy- 
one years of age, widow of the late Revd. Mr. 
Kennedy of ſame town, had a paralytic ſtroke 
that entirely took away the uſe of the right 
fide, and greatly affected the ſpeech : the he- 
miplegia was ſo great that ſhe had not the 
ſmalleſt power of motion of - that fide, and 
was with the greateſt difficulty brought to me 
on. the 23d of June laſt, and although at that 
advanced age, by being placed (twice a day) 
under the double plate machine, for ſeven mi- 
nutes each time, was recovered, ſo that ſhe 
was able to walk on the 18th of July, to my 
houſe, which was a conſiderable diſtance from 
her own. Her phyſician, Doctor Ferguſon, 
who attended her, can teſtify the above, as 
likewiſe that eminent phyſician, Doctor Craw- 

| ford, 


E 


ford, of Liſburn; theſe gentlemen ſaw both 
the above two ſubjects under the operations 
ſeveral times. | 


CHARLES O'NEALE, Eſq; of Colerain, 
who, ſome years before he came to my houle, 
in July laſt, was ſeized with a paralytic ſtroke, a 
perfect hemiplegia, his ſpeech much impaired, 
a great numbneſs in the left ſide of the face, 
and in a great meaſure in the hand, ſo that 
he was not able to hold any thing; by an 
application twice a day under the double plate 
machine, he was perſectly recovered, and the 
muſcles of the hand and face reſtored to their 
original tone, 


| —————————— w ——ů— 


EDWARD GAYER, Eſq; near Liſburn, 
had for ſeveral years laboured under a great 
weakneſs and pain of the loins, a 'numbneſs 
in various parts of the body, particularly the 
head and left hand, from a want of perfect 
eirculation of the blood, was by a few ope- 

| 2 rations 
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rations of the ſmall ſingle plate machine, 
twice a day, perfectly recovered. 


— — II mos 


MR. DICKE, junior, of Ballymena, who 
had been afflicted with an obſtinate deafneſs 
for a length of time, was recommended to 
me by John Campbell, Eſq; merchant at Bel- 
faſt, his uncle; when he firſt applied to me 
he was ſo extremely bad as to be entirely de- 
prived of the pleaſure of ſocial converſe, as 
he could not diſtinguiſh ſounds except when 
very near him. His ear exuded a very con- 
ſiderable quantity of the. moſt fœtid matter, 
and his ſituation was truly deplorable. As 
the caſe was not only an unpleaſant one, 
but the ſituation of the young gentleman truly 
alarming, I was dubious at firſt of ſucceſs, 
but by a continuance of the operation twice 
a day for a fortnight, he was ſo perfectly re- 
ſtored, as to be able to hear the beat of a 
watch held at the oppoſite part of the room, 
and he now enjoys the moſt perfect hearing 
and health, and on his return home, he moſt 

publicly, 


11 


publicly, in Joy's Belfaſt news-paper, of July 
the 4th, returned me thanks. 


EPHRAIM STANNUS, Eſq; of Mount 
Trevoir, Carlingford, late'a captain in his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice in America, was from the very 
great hardſhips the corps had ſuſtained during 
that unhappy war, feized with  paralytic ſtroke, 
a hemiplegia, together with a ſevere nervous 


complaint, attended with difagreeable ſymp- 
toms, reſtleſſneſs, and watchings: The ſpaſms 
were at times extremely ſevere and trouble. 
ſome; he felt violent pains in the head, and 
the numbneſs on the let fide thereof was ſo 
great as to render him inſenſible in that 
part, to even the greateſt powers of the large 
machine ; but by a few days application, he was 
reſtored to the uſe of the limbs, and that 
ſerenity of mind he had not known for ſome 
time; and out of pure friendſhip and gratt- 
tude, he moſt publicly thanked me in Mr. 
Gordon's Newry paper of October the 2d, 
1783, Mr. Mollan, a truly ingenious apothe- 
cary of Newry, was witneſs of this cure, and 
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put up ſuch medicines as I ordered for him 
during the operations, as he did for moſt of 


my other patients in Newry. 


— 


A MISS MAFFET, of Newry, (recom- 
mended to me by a Mr, Cowan, a moſt ſen- 
fible and ingenious . practitioner in phyſic in 
that town) had been ſubject to moſt violent 
fits of the rheumatiſm, attended with a very 
diſagreeable fever; when ſhe applied to me, 
ſhe was exceedingly ſwelled in all her limbs, 
but particularly in her joints, and in large 


knobs, attended with the ſevereſt pain; ſhe 


was in conſequence extremely emaciated, and 
reduced to a moit helpleſs ſtate, every thing 
the moſt judicious could ſuggeſt had been 
tried, particularly thoſe famed powders of 
Dr. James, and all to no purpoſe ; but after 
three weeks attendance to my preſcriptions, 
and applications, ſhe was able to walk about 
perfectly recovered ; although when ſhe firſt 
applied ſhe was brought to me between two 


perſons wrapped up in flannels. 


To 


4 
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To ſhow the power of this fluid in a par- 
ticular manner in theſe caſes, aided by pro- 
per medicines, I ſhall here beg leave to quote 
a very ſingular rheumatic cafe; cured by that 
celebrated phyſician Doctor Simon Lamphier, 
of Waterford; and publiſhed by him in the 
laſt Edinburgh medical commentaries for 1783; 
vol. viii. p. 314. viz. 


! 


M. A. aged 58, in December 1778, taken 
in all his joints. When he applied he could 
neither ſit or put on his cloaths, which was 
in Auguſt, 1779; in February, 1780, he was 
perfectly reſtored.— The ſame ingenious phy- 
ſician, under this caſe, has the following ob- 
ſervation, viz. © I have often tried it in old 
e rheumatic complaints, particularly when the 
te pain was confined to one or two parts, and 
* have always experienced the greateſt advan- 
ee tage from its uſe, and this caſe ſhews the 
te good effects of electricity, in a moſt trouble- 
ee ſome and painful diſeaſe, and at ſame time 
© indicates much may be expected from it, 


W even when internal remedies have proved in- 
I * effectual. 


11 


ic effectual. A chronic rheumatiſm, which is 
* conſidered as being in a great meaſure a 
© local complaint, I am ſatisfied will frequently 
e be removed by its uſe.” 


This ingenious phyſician I am informed, 
makes uſe of the common electrical machines, 
which I take for granted muſt be the reaſon 
of the length of time taken to perform the 
cure, as the moſt difficult rheumatic ſubject 
I ever had, was not more than thirty ſeven 
days. And here I muſt beg leave to men- 
tion a rheumatic ſubject I had, when in town 
laſt winter, recommended to me by Mr. 
John Stewart, merchant, of Pill-lane, Dublin, 
which is equally ſingular as the above. 


A. Y. aged thirty two, was ſeized with a 
moſt violent rheumatic fever, which ſetting 
in her limbs, took the uſe of them perfectly 
away, ſo that ſhe was as helpleſs as a child 
even in the neceſſary offices of nature, and as 
melancholy an object as. could poſlibly be ; yet 
after a courſe of fourteen days ſhe could uſe 

her 
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her limbs, and walk to my houſe, and 
in twenty-two days was perfectly reſtored 
to the uſe of all her faculties, and to this 
moment has enjoyed the moſt perfect health. 
Mr. Stewart has offered, as the caſe was ſo 
very ſingular, to atteſt it publickly, but as 
it might carry an empirical appearance, I objected, 
as Mr. Stewart and the patient can at all times 
be referred to in Pill- lane. | 


— — ——— 


EDWARD HUSTON MAC GRAA, Eſq; 
afflicted with the rheumatiſm, which had de- 
prived him of the uſe of his left hand and 
arm for ſeveral months, and had been ſub- 
ject to the rheumatiſm for eleven years, was 
perfectly reſtored to the uſe of his arm and 
hand in three weeks, 


Mrs. MAITLAND, wife of John Maitland, 
Eſq; of Newry, had been - afflicted with a 
moſt violent nervous complaint, which had at- 
tended her for ſome years, accompanied with 
ſuch excruciating pains of the head, as to 

12 confine 
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confine her frequently to her room for ſeveral 
days together, nor was ſhe ſcarcely free two 
days in the week from this pain: ſhe had re- 
ceived the advice of the firſt phyſicians in town 
and country, who had moſt ju4icioufly preſcribed 
every neurotic, together withevery preparation of 
the bark, particularly the cortex peruv. rub. 
fteel, &c. and all to no effect; the pain was 
confined to the left temple” and eye, and 
the lectus palpebræ ſuperioris, was affected 
with a continual /þaſm. As the firſt object appear- 
ed to be, to endeavour to brace the lectus pal- 
pebræ ſyperioris, I directed the operation to that 
muſcle ; but on application of the inſtrument, 
I found both it, and alſo the orbicularis pal- 
pebrarum, quite void of ſenſation, ſo as to 
reſiſt the impreſſions, even of the large machine. 
Having never ſeen a ſimilar caſe, I was per- 
fectly at a loſs how to at.—I now ſuſpected 
the fault lay in the. nerves of the elevator 
palp. ſuperior rectus, in conſequente of which, 
I ordered gentle ſtimulants to the part, and 
bracing medicines, and placed her twice a- 
day under the large machine, for ſeven mi- 
nutes each time; at the expiration of thirteen 

days 


[ 61 1 


days thoſe muſcles were ſtrengthened, the 
whole nervous ſyſtem braced, and the pains 
relieved, ſo that to uſe her own and her 
friends words, ſhe now enjoys that perfect 
ſerenity and eaſe, which for ſome years ſhe 
had been a ſtranger to, even for a ſingle day. 
could here quote. ſeveral inſtances of the 
ſucceſs of the electric fluid, applied to par- 
ticular parts in many nervous diſorders; but 
to ſtate more caſes of complaints of this nature, 
would not be of ſo much avail, as of thoſe 
proceeding from other cauſes; for, this is the 
province where, in every individual, reſides 
that inexplicable peculiarity of conſtitution, 
to which medical writers have given the ap- 
pellation of IpioSYNCRACY ; and which is ſa 
various, that there are hardly two perſons with 
whom preciſely the ſame method of cure 
can be adopted. As it was owing to the 
cure of the following extraordinary -caſe, that 
Mrs. M. applied, I ſhall take the liberty to in- 
ſert it in the lady's own words. | 


SIR, 
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SIR, 


About eight years ago, I was ſeized with a ner- 
vous diſorder, of which I never was relieved, 
although I have expended upwards of twelve hun- 
dared pounds, and had tried the moſt eminent of the 
faculty in England, Ireland, and at Bath, where 
I was two years to no effect; I was firſt ſeized 
with & noiſy giddineſs in my head, and an un- 
common ſwelling of my eyes and ſtomach ; a pal- 
pitation of my heart, and I ſhook and trembled 
all over, ſo that it was with difficulty I was ſup- 
ported between two ſervants, This was followed 
by a dtcjection of ſpirits, anxiety of mind, and 
loſs of fleſh; and I was ſo reduced, as not to be 
able to riſe from my ſettee without aſſiſtance. 
In this deplorable fituation,. I applied to you at the 
deſire of both my phyſicians, and I now, with 
the greateſt pleaſure declare, that in leſs than ſix 
weeks, you perfectly reſtored me; I now ſleep as 
well as ever, and am relieved of every complaint. 


1 remain your obliged, 
Humble ſervant, 


Luck TIA Jones. 


Oak-Hill, June 29th, 1783. 


1801 


A Mr. M*CORMICK, merchant, of 
Whitehaven in Cumberland, aged  fifty-two, 
applied to me in Newry, recommended by that 
learned claſſic and phyſician, Doctor Edgar of 
Newry ; his complaint was an habitual hoarſe- 
neſs, and for ſome months before he applied, 
from the fault of the lungs, the extremities 
of the blood veſſels being worn off by ſharp 
humours, brought on an hæmoptoe, (ſpitting 
blood,) attended with violent palpitation of 
the hearr, and ſpaſms in the feet and hands, 
particularly worſe when in bed; both Doctor 
Templeton and Doctor Edgar, thought him 
in a decline, and I expected he never could 
return to his family again; but by the ap- 
plication of the inſtruments of both machines 
to the breaſt, together with inhaling twice 
a day, by particular tubes, pure fixable air into 
the lungs, and ordering him under a courſe of 
balſamics ; he was ſo relieved in three weeks, 
as to return home. 


. ———— 


As the following caſe is truly ſingular, I 
think it merits a place in this treatiſe; it is 
the firſt of the kind, I ever had an opportu- 
nity of trying theſe modes on, and is as 
follows. 


Mr. 


| 
| 
| 
] 
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Mr. RICHARD CUNNINGHAM, of 


Church-hill, Caſtle Wellan, (well known in 
this country for ſeveral ingenious diſcoverie; 


in chymiſtry, &c.) applied to me in Septem- 
ber laſt, at Newry, for a violent and acute 
pain, between the third and fourth vertebra 
of the back, and an evident protuberance, 
which daily increaſed; before I ſaw him, the 
moſt judicious embrocations had been ap- 
plied, as alſo internal medicines, which far 
from abating, ſeemed rapidly to encreaſe 
the complaint, and every ſymptom of ſpaſms 
&c. indicated a diſtempered ſpine. I could. 
not ſuppoſe, having never ſeen this means 
uſed, it would have the deſired effect, and 
was about to preſcribe the application. of the 
cauſtics, as recommended by Doctor Jeb of 
London, in ſimilar complaints; but as this 
gentleman had, in the courſe of laſt winter, 
applied to me in Dublin, for a violent rheu- 
matic gout in the head, which was of more 
than nine years ſtanding, and of which the mode 
of conveying the fluid to the exact part, had 
perfectly cured him, he was exceedingly, de- 
firous of my trying a few operations. As the 
protruberance was daily increaſing, and being 


perfectly aſſured no injury could attend a trial, 
began 


TE 


I began the operatioa in preſence of ſeveral 
gentlemen, amongſt whom were doctor Ed- 
gar, a very learned and eminent phyſician of 
Newry, and Mr. Cowan, an ingenious prac- 
titioner of phyſic, alſo in Newry. I placed 
him under the large machine, and conducted 
the fluid by the elaſtic probes between the 
joints of the vertebrz; on the ſecond day, 
during the operation, a prodigious quantity 
of pus was exuded, which was of ſuch a na- 
ture as to excoriate every part it touched; | 
by continuing the proceſs a happy cure was = 
performed in nine days, to the aſtoniſhment 

of every gentleman of the profeſſion, who 

either ſaw or heard of it. 


—— 


ö A MR. CROZIER recommended to me by 
the aforeſaid Mr. Cowan, who about ſix years 
ago was ſeized with 4 paralytic ſtroke, a 
perfect hemiplegia, ſo that the uſe of the right 
fide was totally taken away, nor could he put 
his tongue between his teeth, or move a fin- 

4. 4 gle joint of hand or leg; was in thirteen days 

bs "os able 
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able to walk up and down ſtairs, by leaning 
on the baluſtrade of the ſtairs, and could 
put his tongue out as far from his mouth as 
was natural, and from his mode of now articu- 
lating it appeared probable he would have been 
perfectly reſtored to ſpeech, but on the four- 
teenth day he was obliged to go a conſide- 
rable diſtance in the country to attend an 
aged mother in a dangerous way. ] here 
alſo beg leave to mention, at the deſire of 
Mr. Cowan, that he had himſelf applied the 
uſual electricity to this gentleman, ſuch as 
drawing ſparks and giving ſmall ſhocks, & c. 
for ſeveral weeks, with no effect, but that 
in one day my mode of conveying the elec- 
tric fluid to the particular parts was of more 
ſervice than weeks of the operation of the 
common electrical machines. 


* 
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A CAPTAIN LYNCH, for four years had 
been ſubje& to ſpaſmodic affections of the right 
hand and foot, but when he applied to me had 
alſo an ulcer in the neck of the bladder, and 

an 


1 
an excruciating pain at both extremities of 
the urethra and Os pubis, which was ſo violent 
as very frequently to prevent his walking, 
The anus exuded externally ; from 'the fiſſures 
of the corrugator an acrid humour was peri- 
odically diſcharged, occaſioning an immoderate 
itching; he often voided drops of grumous 
blood, and a continued flow of mucus, very 
feetid, came off with the urine, . He had la- 
boured under this complaint for ſeveral menths, 


but was 'in twenty-ſeven days happily re- 
covered. | 


MRS. CHEVIERS, aged 33, wife of cap» 
tain Cheviers, of Newry, owing to an extra» 
ordinary difficult labour, and violent laceration 
of the parts, was- afflicted with an ulcer and 
emiſfio involuntaris ; ſhe was in ſa deplorable a 
ſtate as to be able to reſt only in one ſitua- 
tion,—Her phyſician, doctor Templetog, 
a gentleman profeſſedly acknowledged (as I re- 
ally believe him to be) as eminent in the profe(- 
ſion as mol} in Ireland, and of twenty-five 

years 


— 
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years moſt ſucceſsful practice in Newry, had 
tried the moſt fudied and elegant formulas to 
no effect; the caſe rather growing worſe, ſhe 
was obliged to be brought to my houſe” in a 
chair in the greateſt pain, twice a day, but 
on the fifth day, to the aſtoniſhment of my- 
ſelf and her friends, ſhe walked to my houſe, 
diſtant from her own near a quarter of a mile, 
and in leſs than a month was perfe&ly -reco- 
vered of every complaint. I ſhould have ta- 
ken notice, ſhe had alſo a Hemorrhage upon 
her at, the ſame time. The 18th of Septem- 
ber ſhe applied firſt to me, and on the 1 13th 
of October, left me reſtored. 


N. B. Excluſive of the proper preſcriptions 
] ordered for her, ſhe inhaled twice a day a 
large quantity of dephlogiſticated air, 


Doctor Edgar and Mr. Cowan, practitioner 
of phyſic, both of Newry, as alſo Mr. Mol- 
lan, a very ſenſible and ingenious apothecary, 
ho put up my recipes for the different pa- 
tients, vſed frequently to attend to ſee their 
patients go under the different operations, and 


if neceſſary can, and will atteſt theſe facts, as 
alſo 
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alſo the caſes of upwards of thirty - nine other 

patients whom I relieved in violent chronic 

complaints, and within the ſpace of four 

months, being from June 2oth, 1783, to 

October 10th, 1783. 
5 
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APPENDIX. 


A. b PE Ni 


Wu᷑ 1 dirt began this treatiſe, 1 meant 
to have offered ſome hints on the Gour, as 
during my general practice in obſtinate caſes, 
particularly of the zazuMaTiIC, it has often _ 
occurred to me that a particular kind of elec- 
tricity might be of uſe in gouty complaints. 
I am more led to favour this opinion, not 
only from my own practice but from ſome 
hints laid before the preſident and fellows of 
the royal medical ſociety of Edinburgh, 
about eleven months ſince, by doctor Falconer, 
and afterwards referred to the ſociety in Lon- 
don, by that able phyſician, and ſince publiſh- 
ed in a pamphlet called a Theory of the 
© Gout, with practical obſervations in negative 
ce electricity for the cure thereof.” I agree, 
with the ingenious author of that treatiſe, that 
although we may attach ourſelves to the opi- 
* nion 
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nion of its efficacy in the gout, yet we ſhould 
not be ſo obſtinately attached as not to be 
open to conviction; for my own part I ac- 
knowledge, with doctor Falconer, I have never 
tried it in caſes of the gout, and therefore 
publiſh theſe ſentiments, and leave the inveſti- 
gation of it to men of literature, acknow- 
ledging what is not founded on truth muſt 
neceſſarily, in this age of ſcience, fall: But 
inſtead of diſmaying (becauſe not tried) it 
ought to prompt the ſpirit of medical enquiry. 


Doctor Falconer further obſerves, ©** After 
<< repeated fits of the gout, we obſerve in 
1 many ſubjeQs ſubſtances on the joints called 
“ chalk ſtones; theſe ſubſtances from their 
* nature are ſuppoſed to contain a large 
* quantity of fixed air; I therefore ſuppoſe that 
| « the phlogiſton collected in the pained 
| « part during a paroxyſm, may unite with, 1 
% or be attracted by an acid air; hence 
1 paſſing off in that acid ſweat, or perſpiration, 
« we always perceive at the termination of a 
* paroxyſm, leaving the fixed air, which 
«© perhaps before made part of its compoſi- 
tion, as the nervous fluid to be abſorbed. 
6c by \ 
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« by ſome of the animal fluids; this, moſt 
probably, from theſe ſubſtances appearing 
*© near the joints or bony parts, is effected 


* by the oſſific juice, which forming an ob- 
ee ſtruction too ſtrong for the weak momen- 
* tum of the circulation in theſe parts (being 
e generally the extremities) to overcome, is 
at length protruded on the ſuperficies, or 
« juſt under the cuticle of the ſkin, and 
„% thus forms theſe chalk ſtones.” Doctor 
Prieſtley favours this opinion, (ſee his diſſerta- 


tion on air, p. 265, and following.) “ Phlogiſ-, 


ton having a ſtronger affinity with acid air, which 
I ſuppoſe to be the baſis of common air, 
than with, fixed air, it is not ſurpriſing that, 
uniting with this, in preference to fixed air, 
the latter ſhould be precipitated, whenever a 
quantity of common air is made noxious, by 
an overcharge of phlogiſton,” 


May we not admit this reaſoning in the 
preſent caſe? and that fixed air enters into 


the compoſition of the nervous fluid, by the 


wonderful properties aſcribed to this princi- 
N ple 
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ple by doctor Hales, and experimentally con- 
firmed by doctor Ingenhouſ and doctor Me. 
Bride, (ſee the latter's Medical and Philoſophi- 
cal Effays.) Theſe are diſcoveries that deſerve 
more attention than perhaps, as practiſing phy- 
ficians, we pay to them; as there is no light 
in philolophy or medicine that ſhould be be- 
neath the attention of every phyſician, not 
knowing to what uſe they may in the end 
tend to, and if but to the relief of one in- 
dividual, is not our humanity amply re- 
warded ? 


Dr. Prieſtley further obſerves, the phlogiſton 
we take in with our aliment, after having 
diſcharged its proper functions in the animal 
ſyſtem (by which it probably undergoes ſome 
unknown alteration) is diſcharged as effete by 
the lungs into the great common menftruum, 
the atmoſtphere, Vid. page 277, on air. 


I hope theſe few collected hints will not 
be found altogether uſeleſs; let us learn from 


the induſtry of the Bee, to collect from every 
flower: 


on 

flower: It is by the attention of authors we, 
like the Bee, gather the materials, and our 
attention in practice muſt finiſh the taſk. 
Attention to the philoſophic truths of nature 
may, in time, form a ſucceſsful method of 
curing this dreadful diſorder. Doctor Loftus, 
Wood, the preſent ſecretary to the medical 
ſociety in London, in a treatiſe he has lately 
laid before that learned body, obſerves, “ pa- 
e ralytic and rheumatic complaints, being often 
« accompanied with acute or inflammatory diſ- 
* eaſes, led me to conſider a mode, by| which 
 eleftricity might be uſefully employed in ſuch 
<« caſes as the gout: it was natural to conclude, 
ce that if throwing a. certain quantum of this 
electric fluid into the human body would beat 
« as well as accelerate the circulation of the . 
« blood, the extracting, or taking à certain quan- 
cc tity away from the human body muſt produce 
quite a different ect.“ 


Doctor Walker alſo e and quoted 
by doctor Heberdine before the ty, in 
proof of doctor Loftus's aſſertion, 1 have of- 


ten ſeen a ſkilful electrician lower the pulſe 
| 5 
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by the one mode of electricity equal to the 
great and manifeſt degree of increaſe of the 
other electricity, and have ſeen its happy ef- 
feats in many inſtances of inflammatory rheu- 
matiſms; acute and putrid fevers. 


\ 


Doctor Falconer further remarks to the 
Edinburgh ſociety, in ſpeaking of inter- 
nal medicines, © In theſe caſes I ſhould think, 
© that dephlogiſticated air, if it could be 
ce procured in ſufficient quantities, might, 


with due application of tonic medicines, be 
© of ſervice.” 


I would wiſh to obſerve, my apparatus's for 
preparing dephlogiſticated air, are acknow- 
ledged, by every philoſopher and- phyſician 
who have ſeen them, to be the gef calculat- 
ed for the accurate preparation of this air to 
any ever invented ; and that I have moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully applied it, conjoined with proper 
medicines, with the greateſt ſucceſs in many 


difficult caſes where electricity 0 bare no 
poſſiblepeffec. | 


17 
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 DunLIN, December 1-84. 


P. S. Since 


77 dy n 
P. 8. Since this appendix went to preſs, I 
have received an actount of 1ome very . lin- 
gular and extraordinary cures, ſelected from 
near five hundred caſes, cured by this New 
' KoDE of electricity, in the practice of M. 
4 LEDRU, pröfeſſor of philoſophy at Paris, au- 


chenticated by che regent phyſicians of the 


medical facult) àt Paris, and ordered by the 


King to be printed at the government expence 


for the general good of mankind, under the 


title of Rapport de Meſſieurs PutlLIpE, Dax- 


Er, CosxIzX and  PauLeT, Fc. ſur les a- 


vantages reconnus de la NovuveLLE METHRHODE 


4 adminiſts er P Eleftricite dans les maladies MER 
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uss, particulierement dans I. EI LIrsIE er la 
retten. 8 vo. 2d. edit. Juilletg1783. 


"YR „ Vrbe Grſt edition £ this treatiſe has been 
laid before moſt of the royal and medical ſo- 


cieties in Europe in the courſe of the laſt 


ſoaſmer, and a phyſician of the college in 
2 London means ſhortly to q tranſlate it into 


a. with ſome remarks og his own prac- 
tice in ſimilar complaints. 
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